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Gkorge Washington to his Beothee Charles 
The following letter by George Washington to his brother Charles has 
been furnished by Mr. A. B. Hulbert of Marietta, Ohio ; it is uncertain 
where the original is. 2 Its contents are of particular interest to students, 
since it sheds some more light on Washington 's interest in western land 
speculation. His first land claim on this side of the mountains came 
from his service in the Virginia troops in the campaign of the year 1754, 
which opened the French and Indian War. Governor Dinwiddie of Vir- 
ginia offered by proclamation, dated February 19, 1754, to all officers 
and soldiers serving in that campaign bounty lands in the valley of the 
Upper Ohio. As the letter shows Washington added to his share by 
purchasing the claims of some of his former comrades. "At the close of 
the Revolution, we learn from a letter written to President John Wether- 
spoon of Princeton College he had ' patents under the signature of Lord 
Dunmore (Governor of Virginia) . . . for about 30,000 acres, and 
surveys for about 10,000 more, . . . Ten thousand of the above 
thirty lie upon the Ohio ; the rest on the Great Kanawha. ' " s 

This collection of western land claims did not by any means bound 
all Washington's activities as a land speculator. He was one of the 
principal movers in the Mississippi Company which in 1763 petitioned 
the government for a large grant of territory upon the Mississippi Riv- 
er.* This scheme and others of a similar character were thwarted by the 
publication of the royal proclamation of 1763, which prohibited tempora- 
rily all settlement west of the mountains. 5 After the treaty of Fort 
Stanwix with the Indians in 1768, which opened the Upper Ohio Valley 
to settlement, the same association, of which George Washington was still 
a member, petitioned in 1768 for 2,500,000 acres of land within this ter- 
ritory, "free of all quit-rents, taxes, and imposition-money for twelve 
years." 6 This petition was "read in council and referred the 16th of 
December, 1768 ; and on the 9th of March, 1769, it was read at a com- 
mittee, and referred to the board of trade," by whom no report on it was 
ever made as far as is known. Therefore, when the following letter was 

2 This is a copy of a newspaper transcript of the original printed at the time of 
the Marietta centennial. 

s A. B. Hulbert, Washington and the West (New York, 1905), 11. 

•* C. E. Carter, Great Britain and the Illinois Country, 1763-1774 (Washington, 
1910), 105-109. 

s C. W. Alvord, "Genesis of the Proclamation of 1763," in Michigan Pioneer 
and Historical Collections (Lansing, 1908), 36: 14 et seq. 

6 Pamphlet without title-page but may be called ' ' Statement for the Petitioners 
in the Case of the Walpole Company Grant, 1771 (?)," appendix iii, 20. Cmly two 
copies of this pamphlet are known, both without title-pages: one is in the John Car- 
ter Brown Library and the other in the library of the University of Illinois. 
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written, this petition for a large tract of land was still under consider- 
ation. As is well known the Walpole Company, which was petitioning 
for the purchase of approximately the same land, was preferred by the 
ministry. 

Mount Vernon, Jany 31, 1770. 
Dr. Charles, 

If you saw my Brother John in Stafford when you were down there 
at Christmas, if you had any Conversation with my Br. Sam'l on the 
subject I mentioned to you; and if any time was proposed for your 
meeting at this place, I should be glad to know it, & beg you will write 
me a line by the first Post after this gets to hand informing me of it ac- 
cordingly; as I want to prepare for my journey but am desirous before 
hand whether I am to go alone or in company as it will make some dif- 
erence in my preparation. 

As I expect it will shortly be known whether the Officers & Soldiers 
under the King's Proclamation 7 have any chance to come in for Lands 
West of the Alligany Mountains, I should be glad to know if any of them 
which may fall in y'r way would sell their rights; and upon what terms; 
tho i have little expectations that any of them would sell upon such 
terms as I would buy or any person coud afford to buy, unless they 
warrented the lands; For if the number of Grants (which are of older 
date to the King's Proclamation) shoud take place as there is but too 
much reason to apprehend, if they do not by clashing with each other 
destroy themselves I woud hardly give an officer a button for his right ; 
for besides a large Tract of Country reserved for the Indian Traders 
from Fort Pitt 8 near 150 miles down the Ohio & up to the Laurell Hills 
there appeared by a List laid before the House of Burgesses by order 
of the Gov r to be between 6 & 7,000,000 of acres actually granted and 
petitioned for ; & most of the grants made in such general & indetermi- 
nate terms, that if confirmed no man can lay off a foot of land & be sure 
of keeping it till they are served. Upon my showing Mr. Thruston 
(who was formerly a Lieut 11 * & thereby entitled to 2,000 acres of Land) 
a copy of the Grants and proceedings of the House of Burgesses there- 
upon he immediately sold his right (tho otherwise very fond of it) to 
Lund Washington for Ten Pounds. Now could I purchase 12 or 15,000 

? Royal Proclamation of 1763. 

s At the outbreak of the Indian war, known aa the ' ' Conspiracy of Pontiac ' ' many 
traders suffered losses. These at first petitioned the king for redress, but receiving 
little hope, persuaded the Indians assembled at the treaty of Port Stanwix to make 
a land grant for "restitution," which was incorporated in the treaty but denied by 
the British government. This grant of land, known later as Indiana, was situated 
in what is now West Virginia. C. A. Hanna, The Wilderness Trail (New York and 
London, 1911), 1:277. 
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acres upon the same terms I woud do it, considering of it as a Lottery 
only ; and my reasons for so doing are these. Such a quantity of Land 
as this added to what I may expect in my own Right, woud form a Tract 
of so great dignity as to render it worth my while to send out a person 
for the discovery of land, clear if possible of these numerous grants, and 
to be at some expense and trouble in seating and Saving it ; for without 
this the Land woud soon be forfeited (which I believe will be the case 
with half the Officers in this Colony if they shoud actually obtain the 
Land. — • & again, it woud be worth my while thus situated, to buy of 
some who might under their Grants think I clashed with them. Upon 
the whole, as you are situated in a good place for seeing many of the 
Officers at different times, I shoud be glad if you woud (in a jolking 
way, rather than in earnest, at first) see what value they seem to set 
upon their Lands; and if you can buy any of Rights of those who con- 
tinued in the Service till after the Cherokees Expedition, at the Rate of 
about five, Six, or Seven pounds a thousand acres I shall be obliged to 
you, and will pay the money on demand. — I am of opinion that Chew 
& some of those who may be in want of a little ready money, woud gladly 
sell nor is it much to be wondered at if they shoud, for if those large 
Grants which I have already mentioned shoud take place the purchaser 
will have sunk so much money to very little purpose; nor is the Officer's 
Right under the Proclamation of any consequence to those who either 
does not resolve to go after the Land himself or employ others to do it for 
him the first I do not suppose many are inclined to, the last is hardly 
worth the expense for small tracts; & the Officer is as much obliged to 
find the Land as any other individual ; nor is his Title, if he be not en- 
titled to some degrees of preference, a jot better than any other man's 
who will go in pursuit of lands for himself, except that he is to enjoy 
it 10 years free of Quit rents. — If you should make any purchases, let 
it be done in your own name for reasons I shall give you when we 
meet. — Take Bonds in large Penalties to convey all their Rights under 
the King's Proclamation to you, and they should be obliged to suffer 
their names to be made use of to obtain the Land, as the King's Procla- 
mation requires a Personal application to the Gov nr & Council in order to 
entitle them to the Respective quantities granted. In looking over the 
list of Grants that were laid before the B>e of Burgesses I perceive one 
for 10,000 acres to a certain Ambrose Powell 9 (who I believe lives in 

9 Ambrose Powell was a member of Dr. Thomas Walker's party which explored 
the territory of the present state of Kentucky in 1750. It was on this expedition 
that his name was given to one of the valleys of the Tennessee Kiver. E. G. 
Thwaites and Louise P. Kellogg, Documentary History of Dunmore's War, 1774 
(Madison, 1905), 4, n. 6. 
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Culpepper County) lying above the mouth of the great Kanaway. — 
His is comprehended within a grant of 200,000 acres, it is also fixed at a 
place where two or three other Grants are laid & I believe some of them 
older ; but yet as it lyes in the way of a scheme I have in view ; and woud 
in some smaller degree promote my Plan if I had it, I shoud be obliged 
to you if you woud enquire in a round about way who this Powell is and 
where he lives, & tell me who you think the most likely person for me to 
employ to purchase his right to the grant. — You need not let your rea- 
sons for enquiring after Powell be known, till you have given me what 
information you can concerning him, least it may give him or others 
cause to imagine that his grant is more valuable than it really is ; In fact, 
I do not think that it is intrinsically worth a groat (tho I would give a 
little or 10 pounds for it, if I could not get it for less) in as much as it is 
totally swallowed up in other Grants; but several of this sort may in 
some measure give me a prior claim to have my share of 200,000 acres 
above the Mouth of the G r Kanaway where I am told the land is very 
fine, it is for this reason therefore I would eA r en give a little for Powell's. 

In the whole of your transactions, either with the Officers, or on this 
other matter ; do not let it be known that I have any concern therein. I 
have enclosed you a copy of the Bond I drew from Thruston to Lund 
Washington, which will serve you for a Precedent in case you should 
make any purchases. — I have put your name in the place of Lund Wash- 
ington 's, as I would have the title given to you, and not to me till matters 
are riper than they appear to be at present. 

I shall take care to furnish you with money as you may find occasion 
to compleat the quantity I have mentioned. Show no part of this letter, 
so that you can be drawn into no difficulty trouble or in this affair. — 
In the meantime I shoud be glad if you woud write to me fully by the 
first post after this gets to hand. 

I am Yr Most Affect. Brother 

Geo. Washington 

P.S. Inclosed you will receive 30 p. to pay the within Acct. of James 
Brown. — tho I think it is a most enormous charge as I shoud be glad 
you woud tell him. 

Trumbull Correspondence 

The recent publication of Mr. White 's Life of Lyman Trumbull, which 
is reviewed in this number (post, 140), brings to light many important 
letters from the Trumbull papers in the Library of Congress and reveals 
the value of that collection. Unfortunately, however, Trumbull appears 
to have kept copies of only a very few of his letters and so this collection 
needs to be supplemented by letters from Trumbull in other places. The 
following letters are from two private collections and throw some light 



